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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2021 
Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

Venerable Basil the Confessor, companion of Prokopios of Decapolis; Hieromartyr Proterios, 
archbishop of Alexandria; Righteous Kyra and Marana of Beroea in Syria; Apostles Nymphas and 

Euvoulos; New-martyr Kyranna of Thessalonica 
Tone 5          Eothinon 5 

 
Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM (service Live-Streamed ONLY) 
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, followed immediately by the Divine Liturgy (is also 
Live-Streamed)  
Epistle:  Choir 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE 
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin 
for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the 
dead by His glorious Resurrection. 
 

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE FOUR 
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing 
physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George; 
intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our soul. 
 

KONTAKION FOR THE PRODIGAL SON IN TONE THREE 
Foolishly I sprang away from Thy great fatherly glory, and dispersed in wicked deeds the riches that Thou 
didst give me. With the Prodigal I therefore cry unto Thee now: I have sinned against Thee, O compassionate 
Father. But receive me in repentance; make me as one of Thy hired servants, O Lord. 
 

THE EPISTLE 
(For Sunday of the Prodigal Son) 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:12-20) 

     Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are expedient. All things are lawful for me, 
but I will not be brought under the authority of anything. Foods are for the belly, and the belly for foods; 



but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord, and the Lord 
for the body; and God both raised up the Lord, and will also raise us up through His power. Do you not 
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take away the members of Christ, and make 
them members of a harlot? God forbid! Or, do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body 
with her? For, “The two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 
Flee fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body, but whoever commits fornication sins 
against his own body. Or, do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom 
you have received from God, and that you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 
 

THE GOSPEL 
(For Sunday of the Prodigal Son) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (15:11-32) 
     The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.’ And he divided his living between them. 
Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there 
he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that 
country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, 
who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and 
no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a 
distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son 
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on 
his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this 
my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to make merry. Now his 
elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he 
called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your 
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.’ But he was angry and refused 
to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have 
served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid that I might make merry 
with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for 
him the fatted calf!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was 
fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”   

THE SYNAXARION 
On February 28 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Venerable Basil the Confessor, 
companion of Prokopios of Decapolis; Hieromartyr Proterios, archbishop of Alexandria; Righteous Kyra 
and Marana of Beroea in Syria; Apostles Nymphas and Euvoulos; and New-martyr Kyranna of Thessalonica.  
     On this day, we make remembrance of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which occurs in the noble 
Gospel and which our deified Fathers reinstituted in the Triodion. 
 

Verses 



O thou who art like me, a prodigal, come forward with confidence and tranquility; 
For unto all has been opened the door of Divine Mercy. 

In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the condition of the sinner, the canon of 
repentance and the knowledge of God’s compassion. For in the person of the prodigal son, we view the 
wretched condition that sin creates for us, distant from God and His Sacraments. However, we become 
aware of ourselves and awaken, hastening with hope to return to Him through repentance. Our Savior wants 
to call back to His mansions all those who have been overtaken by despair, lacking hope of forgiveness for 
their grave sins. The Father encourages all of his lost children to remove the desperation from their hearts, 
and revive their energies for virtuous deeds.  
     Through Thine ineffable love for mankind, O Christ our God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 
 

After the Gospel Reading, please turn to page 104 in the Red Service Book to follow 
along with the rest of the Divine Liturgy.  

HOLY BREAD IS OFFERED BY: 
 
The daughters of Jamell Bettor in loving memory of our beautiful mother, and 
for the health of all who offered prayers during the difficult time of her passing. 
May her Memory be Eternal. 
           
 
          ARCHDIOCESE DUES 

Salma Isaac Milad Laurice Farah   Blanca Anaipakos 

Sada Vaughan  Drs. Hassan & Maha, Sam, Teresa & Joseph Salloum 

DONATIONS 
Jamie Isaac: For the health of Vanessa Salloum, Zayna & Gerardo Shaheen, Blanca Anaipakos, George & 
Mary Esther Salom, & Dr. Sandra Edwards. Happy birthday to Rev. Dcn. Michael & Omar Thomas. 
Salma Isaac: For the health of Mary Esther Salom & family. 
Dr. Raed & Sylvana Aldouri: For the good health of Francis Khouri, Mary Esther Salom & Blanca 
Anaipakos. 
Dr. Hassan & Maha Salloum: For the good health of Francis Khouri, Mary Esther Salom & Jameelie 
Dayoub. 
Sada Vaughan: For the health of Maha Salloum & family. 

MEMORIALS 
Steve & Marva Mowad: In memory of Eddie & Eva Mowad. 
Salma Isaac: In memory of Manny Alvarado. 
Jamie Isaac: In memory of Manuel Alvarado 
Sada Vaughan: In memory of Mariam Saadeh, Wilda Abraham, Martha Esper, Jamell Bettor and 
Raymond Schami.  
Marjorie Moyar: In memory of Constantine Papas. 

CHURCH DOME LIGHTING 
The church dome was lit on February 21st and 22nd for the health of Zena, Randa and Christina Esper.  
 



2021 HOLY BREAD OFFERING SCHEDULE 
The Holy Bread Sign-Up Schedule for the 2021 YEAR is now available in the church’s 
Narthex. If you have not had a chance to sign up for a Sunday or Sundays, please do so 
now. If you are unable to attend Church but wish to offer Holy Bread, please send an email 
to Rev. Dcn. Michael with the Sunday(s) you wish to offer the Holy Bread to 
deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org 
 
Currently, the following Sundays are available: 
March: 28 
April:  4 11 18 25  
May:  2 23 
June:  6 13  
July:  25 
August: 8 22 29 
September: 5 26 
October: 17 31 
November: 7 28 
 
If there is a Sunday that is not listed above, and you wish to offer Holy Bread for that day(s). Just 
email Rev. Dcn. Michael. 
 

 FIRST SATURDAY OF SOULS – SATURDAY, MARCH 6th    
                        SAVE THE DATE 
On this day in the Holy Orthodox Church, the divine Fathers ordained a memorial for all those who have 
fallen asleep throughout the ages in true worship and in hope of life everlasting.  
     Today is the Saturday of Souls, the day in the Lenten Triodion period that precedes the Sunday of the 
Last Judgment (Meat Fare). Today, we commemorate all of our parents, brothers, sisters, and all those of 
true worship who have fallen asleep in the Lord from time immemorial. The Church of Christ conducts 
funeral services for all of her departed children. Since many have died at sea, in the mountains or wilderness, 
in the air, or, because of their poverty have died without the prescribed services, the divine Fathers, moved 
by their zeal and love for mankind, instituted a universal funeral liturgy in their honor. Further, in 
remembrance of the Second Coming of Christ on the Day of Judgment, the Church performs these funerary 
services today for the souls who have fallen asleep, remembering them, and imploring God to have 
compassion on them. Finally, in remembering all those who have gone before us, this Saturday of the Souls 
will remind us also of our own mortality, arousing us to remorse and repentance.  
     Grant repose, O Christ our Master, to the souls of those who have preceded us in slumber, and have 
mercy upon us, for Thou alone art deathless. Amen. 
 
St. George Church will celebrate Saturday of Souls on Saturday, March 6th with Divine 
Liturgy at 10:30 A.M. (NO Orthros service) The service will also be available via 
livestream. 
 



If you wish to have your departed remembered on Saturday of Souls, please email the 
names by Friday, March 5th to Rev. Dcn. Michael at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org   
  
In memory of her parents, Mrs. Dalal Young will be donating the traditional 
Memorial Wheat (Kollyva in Greek and Sleekha in Arabic) for Saturday of Souls.  
 

     DRIVE BY MAY DINNER/FESTIVAL – MAY 23rd 
                 SAVE THE DATE 

The Drive By will be held from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM on May 23rd. TICKETS 
AVAILABLE SOON! 
 

               ICON PROJECT 
Icons are representations of the Heavenly. They are expressions of Orthodox faith, teaching, and 
worship. Icons are not drawings but rather writings of things not of this world. Icons can represent our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Saints. They can also represent the Holy Trinity, Angels, the 
Heavenly hosts, and even events.  

The Orthodox Church uses icons to assist in worship. Icons are a 'window to heaven' and they help us to 
focus on the divine things. Icons teach us not to reject our physical life but instead to transform it, as was 
done by the holy people represented by the icons. It is important to note that the icons themselves are 
venerated only, not worshipped; we only worship God in the Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). 

Fr. Fadi is overseeing the Icon Project to have icons written on the interior walls that are bare in the 
church. This project is to continue beautifying the Church for the glory of God. If you wish to make a 
monetary donation towards the Icon Project in memory of a loved one(s) and/or your family, please 
contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address your check to St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 
and write Icon Project Donation in the purpose line. Thank you.   

A warm thank you to all who have donated towards the Icon Project. May God grant you many years of 
good health.  



                  
REVISED COVID-19 AND PROTOCOLS FOR REOPENING THE CHURCH 

The protocols/guidelines for reopening our beloved St. George were updated by the Parish Council 
on February 17th, 2021. The revision deletes the requirement for parishioners attending Church to 
sign the Contact Tracing Log. Instead, anyone who has attended services and subsequently within two 
(2) weeks is test-confirmed positive for Covid-19 is requested and encouraged to inform the Church office 
within twenty-four (24) hours of having tested positive, so that others who may have been exposed may be 
informed. These individuals are to stay away from services until cleared medically. 

The protocols/guidelines will be followed to ensure the safety of parishioners who choose to attend 
Church for worship services.  
 
The rotation schedule continues with the percentage of attendance at 25%. The 25% of sanctuary 
capacity is 67 people, inclusive of adults and children.   
 
Below is the Rotation Schedule:  

• Group 1, Last names with letter A-M (March 7, 2021) 
• Group 2, Last names with letters N-Z (February 28, 2021) 
• Once a full 2-week rotation is completed, it will cycle again. 

Attached to the Church Bulletin is the updated protocols/guidelines for your review.  
 

HOW TO ACCESS LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES 
We will continue to live stream worship services during the on-going COVID-related crisis. It is quite easy 
to ‘come into’ the service, and you do not need to be a member of any social media platform to worship 
from home. 
Step 1- Access the Church’s website www.stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Step 2 – Once on the ‘home page’, scroll all the way to the bottom. Look for this logo:  
Step 3 – Click on the logo. IT IS NOT NECESSARY to be a member of ‘Facebook’ to use this connection. 
Step 4- Clicking on this logo opens a media page exclusive to St. George. When you scroll down the page 
you will see all sorts of video events from festivals to Divine Liturgy. To locate the live Sunday service being 
streamed, look for the still picture of the Solea and Iconostasis at the front of the altar. This is found at the 
top right of the page. 
Step 5. As you move your cursor around on that still picture, various controls become visible: Those control 
volumes, move the video backwards and forward, and expand the picture to fill the whole screen. Saturday 
Vesper services still start at 5:00 P.M. Sunday services still start with Orthros at 9:15 A.M., and Divine Liturgy 
follows at 10:30 A.M. Live stream will also apply to Liturgy services scheduled during the week.  
 
 
 
 



THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
If you do not have a Service Book at home, please click the web site below and follow the Divine Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom. For the feast hymns, Gospel and Epistle of the day, you will need to refer to the 
Liturgical Resources for February.  

http://www.stgeorgenj.com/the-divine-liturgy-of-st-john-chrysostom.html 
 

LITURGICAL RESOURCES FOR FEBRUARY 
The Antiochian Archdiocese wishes to bring to our attention some liturgical resources for February that are 
available at www.antiochian.org/liturgicday. 
 
For parishioners who are unable to attend church as the Coronavirus pandemic continues, and if they are 
unable to watch live streams of the divine services on the internet, they can refer to the readers services in 
front of their icons at home. Once they access the above web page, they scroll down to "Permanent Liturgical 
Resources," they will find instructions for readers vespers, readers orthros, and typika services. They can 
pair the instructions with the full services they find on the Select Date calendar on that same webpage. Click 
on the calendar box and then select the date. The services will appear on the right side of the page under 
Daily Liturgical Text.  
 

         SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The St. George Church Virtual Sunday School is scheduled on Sundays from 9:30 AM to 10:00 AM.  It will 
occur via ZOOM. The teachers will provide their students with the ZOOM information. 
 

STUDENT5 ATTENDANCE ROSTER FOR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021 – 17 students 
Pre-School (ages 3 and 4 years old) Doris Shaheen 
Grades Kinder/1st   Jehan Al-Hanna 
     Jack Bell, & Kingston Joudi 
Grades 2/3    Alan Borschow 
     Majd Aldayoub, & Audrey Bell 
Grades 4/5    Patricia Borschow 

Elias Aldayoub, Nia Isaac, Sophia Meza, & Malik Thomas 
Grades 6/7    Geoffrey Borschow 
     Caroline Bell, Kendall Olivas, & Amira Thomas 
Grades 8-12    Jameelie Dayoub 

Olivia Bell, Andrew Crawford, Julia Encarnacion, Emma Isaac, 
Andrea Meza, & Sami Odeh 

Sunday School Director  Laila Ferris 
Special Projects   Jaclyn Ferris 
Staff Assistant    James Shaheen 
 

ST. GEORGE ADULT CLASS WITH FR. FADI RABBAT 
Fr. Fadi Rabbat is inviting you to a scheduled Adult Class Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: Bible Studies / Ethos of the Orthodox Church / Fr. Fadi RABBAT 
Time: 27 Feb. 2021 1:00 PM Eastern Time 3:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 



Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://zoom.us/j/95347230325?pwd=bTlmZDY1Y0ZrYU01eVNkU2NMTnB6dz09 
Meeting ID: 953 4723 0325 
Passcode: 946126 

One tap mobile: 
+13462487799,,95347230325# US (Houston) 
+16699006833,,95347230325# US (San Jose) 
 
Dial by your location: 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US(Washington DC) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location: 953 4723 0325 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/aj2ib0daR 

CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION 
Dear parishioners, just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file with the church’s 
Breeze System, we will email the Church Bulletin to the email address provided. We will not mail you the 
Church Bulletin to save on postage and copying cost. Thank you for your cooperation. I will continue to 
mail the Church Bulletin to those who have contacted me. -Rev. Dcn. Michael  
 

CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Announcements for the Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev. Dcn. Michael 
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org. The Church Bulletin is usually sent out on Tuesday.  
 

HOLY BREAD OFFERING 
If you plan to offer the Holy Bread, please indicate your offering on the sign-up board located in the 
Narthex of the church or email Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it 
placed in the following week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the necessary 
arrangements for the Holy Bread. Also let him know if the Holy Bread is being offered for a Memorial 
Service of a departed love one.  
 

             DOME LIGHTING 
Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the dome of the church to 
see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome windows at night. Your request to schedule a 
'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org in 
order to have it placed in the following week's Church Bulletin.  Also indicate when the dome is to be lit. 



There is a minimum donation of $50 per lighting.  Please address the check to St. George Antiochian 
Church. You can either mail the check to the church or drop it off in the church’s mailbox.  
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at: 

Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973-780-0221  

Email: archimandritefadi@antiochian.org 

Or 

Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at: 

Cell Phone: (915)309-1511  Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to schedule the 
visits or in case of any emergency at any time). 

Confessions: By appointment.  


